e -

CLARKSVIL

——

VOL. 45--NO. 7.

LE WEEKLY CHRONICL

WHOLE NO. 2,295.

CLARKSVILLE, TENN., SATURDAY, JULY 21, 1877.

—

OWEN & MOORE,

DEALERS IN

School Books,
Medicines, Juvenile Books,
Chemicals, Sunday School Books
Paints, WindowGlass Blank Books,

Oil, Varnishes, Pocket Books,
Spices, Pens, Ink,

Soaps, Perfumery, Pencils, Envelopes,
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Combs, Brushes, &e., Sheet Musie,
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A full supply of School Books, such as
used in the Common Schools, Private
Schools, Stewart College and Clarksville
Female Academy, always kept in stock
and for sale at the Lowest Market Prices.

Franklin Street, Opp. Court House.

STOVES, TINWARE, ROUSE-FURKISHING G0ODS,

CHINA,GLASS AND QUEENSWARE.

THE CLARKSVILLE BAR.

Speech of Hon. 6. A. Henry
Before the Clarksville Bar
at Their Annual Picnie
July 4th, 1877,

Your Honor and Genflemen of the

Clarksville Bar »

The task assigned me, to give a
sketch of the Clarksville Barso far
a2 I know it from personal observa-
| tion for the last forty-four years,
and its traditional reputation for

years before T became a member of |

it, is rather & curipus way of cele-
| brating the one hundred and first an-
niversary of American Independ-
ence,
The law nnder which we live to- |
| day is supreme, and obedience is not
a matter of choice, but of necessity,
The common law of this court and |
| however a close and mysterious con- |
nectionanddependence, the one upon
the other ; that is to say every man |
here has the liberty of doing just
what he plenses provided he sub-
mits withott a murmur to the juris-
| diction and orders of this court,
| which like the theme I have select-
e, or rather has been selected for
me, take a very wide range, and |
carries me baek to a very remote an- |
tiguity and to the historie delinea-
tion of men who lived, and of thing=
which are supposed to have trans-
pired in thatdimn and distant period
whereof the mcaory of man run-
neth not to the contrary,  1If I were
to enter upon a mintte examination
of the traditionary hisfory of the
Clarksville Bar 1 eonld finish
before the closeof the present centu-
ry, and perhaps I might be found
sitting here reading to you, oras
many of youu as may perehanee sur-
vive, at the nexteentennial anniver-
| sary of American Independence, As
captivating as I may make this ad-
dress, T could hardly expeet an audi-
ence then unless you could have
werfect assarrance that the sninl erop
wottld not fail. T shall therefore be
foreed to give avery mpid sketch of
men and things, aad in givinge you
just here a little and there a ittle, 1
shall be fortunate indead i I vescue
from oblivion =uch reminisences of

Ok

aot perfecily natural, had become
s0 by long and lml)lt.un.l practice.
As far back as 1836 or -7 he and his
wife spent a night with Dr. Drane,
who c¢haneed to have so muech com-
pany he had to give up his chamber
to his wife and Mrs. Reynolds. He
had two matiresses spread in the
purlor, on one of which he and Mr.
Reynolds slept and two young men
on the other. After they had gone
to bed all fell asleep execept Mr. R.

| who lay awake an hour or s0, an

finally got up and went out on the
porch and smoked a cigar. After

growing a little weary, he guietly

| returned to the room he had left and

supposed he could gain his bed with-
out distorbing any one, but unfortu-
niately got into the young mens’
bed.» Dr. Drane, in the meantime,
awoke and feeling round he eould
not find his bed fellow, he cried
out, “Mr. Reynolds,” who replied,
* Here ;" ** whereareyou?"’—** why
ain’t 1 there?’ ¢ No, Sir, I can’t
find you here.”” *Then, my dear
friend, if I am not there, will you be
Kind enough to tell mewhere I am.”’

I tell this little story as an illus-
tration of what manoner of man he
was,  Such little
perpetaal oceurrence in his history.
After Gen., Jackson’s defeat in his
first Presidential aspiration, he was
invited to New Orleans by lis politi-
cal friends, and on his way stopped
at Clarksville to partake of a ;mllylit-
dinner tendered him by the people.
Count Reynolds presided as chair-

man, and sat at the liead of the table | man of very extensive reading and
with Gen. Jackson on his right. | scholarly attainments, as a lawyer

Before the festivities closed, but af-
ter wine had been introduced, and
the General had retired, the Hon.
AL M. Clayton, recently from Vir-
einin, oftered as o
ern Ahithophel—may his couneils |
bee turned inlo foolishness.” The
Count, whose glass was tilled ready
to be drank, and who felt what he |
had already taken, immediately |
‘ m}lrtit 1 his glass upon-the floor, and
sid with emphasis: * Burn me if |
I drink that {oast.” The table wis |
in great excitement and adjourned
in confusion. I dwell on this, as |
1825 was quite a historie ]R'l‘imi

our annals.
Brown, Will A. Cook and

.

Wi, 1

Williwrn B, Turley (the latter after- | and keeps up as 1 understund his | arm and we walked over one hun-
| dred yards in

wards: a Judee of the Supreme

courtly in his manners which, if

incidents were of |

toast “* The Hon. |
Henry Cluy, of Kentucky, the mod-]

tached. There were few outside of
his immediate family who appre-
eiated him more highly or more sin-
cerely regretted his loss. As Atfor-
ney-Gieneral, Congressman and Post-
master-General he acquitted himself
with great eredit, and left office with-
out a blot on his name.
As a faithful historian, I ought to
be allowed, even at the saerifice of
modesty, to mention the name of
Gen. Patrick Henry, my brother,
who was a member of this bar
about this time. Born in Scotf
county, Ky., he married and settled
in Clarksville, Tennessee. He was
a lawyer of great cultivation and
endowed with wonderful gifts asa
sublie speaker. He retired early
rom the practice. If he had eon-
tinued and used his wonderful pow-
er as an orator I may be pardoned
for saying he would have rivalled
in eloquence his far farmed, but re-
mote ancestor whose name he bore.
He possessed all the requisites of a
great orator, a fine voice, a com-
manding person and wonderful
power over the minds and hearts of
the people. He left the State early
and removed to Mississippi where
he becamea prominent cotton plan-
terand added his name, histaste and
refinement to the long list of plan-
ters in that State who were at that
time an ornament to any country.
_ Alexander M. Clayton was born
in Va,, educated at the University,
| and settled here abont the vear 1825
and at onee entered upon the prac-
| tice of his profession. He was a

| and a eitizen,. He was all the time

rior, combining & clear and distinet
knowl of the eriminal law, with
an intlexible determination to sup-
press erime and punish crimin
who were proven to be guilty. He
was, nevertheless, the last man in
the world who would have pros-
tituted his high office to the perse-
cution of the innocent, and who
looked with unutterable abhorrence
upon the crime of judicial murder
which often disgraced the annals of
eriminal jurisprudence in England.
When in G’Dlll{ and during the pro-
of an important canse, order
wd to be preserved in the court-
room, and officers of the ecourt knew
it and acted accordingly. When he
had done his duty, and the prisoner
had been acquitted by the jury, what-
ever may have been his opinion of
his guilt or innocence, he had no
words of reproach for thejury, whom
he presumed acted on honest convie-
tions and conscientiously; he sub-
mitted calmly and with dignity to
the verdiet. Being perfecty satis-
fied that he had done his dutf, he
left the consequences to the tribunal
which had the eonstitutional right
to decide upon the guilt or innocence
of the prisoner. An illustration of
this trait of character in his judicial
administration of the law oecurred
on the trial of Albert Jones for the !
mitrder of Capt. Joe Miller, an old
steamboat captain who had naviga-

mntu:lted I“Imw he was mﬁllled upon to
defend. Heabounded in aneedotes,
which he used not so much for the
fun of the thing as for illustration in
place of argument, as weapons he
would use upon his assailants, or as
whips with which he would lash
them, or as ridicule with which he
\\'001(" overwhelm them. 1 have
often heard him answer an argu-
ment with an aneedote which you
would think at first had no bearing

the case, and that he was merel
%ﬁfd blank cartridges, but whic
wo
court and jury in such a

by and by burst u the

m of

ridicule as would quite overwhelm
his opponent. All ammunition
he had carefully packed away in
the storehouse of his memory, on
which he would draw for an apt
illustration that was more potent
than logic and convincing than
argument. These things he would
use not merely to point a moral or
adorn a tale, but they were his
shield and armor, his weapons both
offensive and defensive against
the world, and no man could use
them with greater effect for as-
gault and defence. IHis anecdote
of Andrew Haynes, who saw for
the first time a steamboat on the
Comberland river, is remembered
by thousands who heard his dra-
matie history and representation of
the affair, and by thousands who

ted the waters of the Cumberland
Ohio, and the Mississippi for a gren{
many years. The killing took place
at Triee’s landing, in this county,
and the trial was held in Clarksville.
One or two mis-trials had oceurred,
and on the third trial Jones was ac-

in feeble health and had a weak
voice, but distinct utterance, and |
was nevertheless a very iuwrmting’
speaker und suceessful lawyer before |
the court and the jury. After liv-
ing here about 10 years he was ap- |
pointed U, S, Distriet Judge for the |

l'i'vrrilory of Arkansas and subse-

quently removed to Mississippi,
where he beeame a suecessful cotton
planter, but prosecuted his profession
with renewed energy ; occupied the
first ok amongst the lawyers of that
Htate, and beeame one of its Su-
preme Judges at a time when the

in | legal profession was crowded with | next morning,
|as fine lawyers as any State in the |

Union possessed. He still survives |

habit af close attention to his busi-

the past generntions of lawyers and
their sayings and doings as will in-

Court, and who delivered the opin- | ness, and can do more office work,
ion in the case of the State vs, Cope- | #and in a neater style than any man

Iand and others still more remarka-
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terest, and I may say improve those | Lje) were members of the Clarks-

I know.
Mortimier A. Martin was a native

who have in charge the tempgral
ark of the covenant of Ionor, the
purity of the legal prof
preserve it and defend it if STy
with ther lives, lest the Philistines
capture it and deseerate its altars,
From 1514 to 1817 the Hon. Den-
net W, Searey wis the Circait Judee
of this judicial distriet, and resided
in Clurksville. Ile was sueceeded
by Alfred M. Harris, who continued
titl 1s2f, when the Hon. Parry W.
Humphreys beecame the  Cireait

f v T
DY

ville Bar, and all kiid the founda- | of the county of Summner, Tenn,,
tion of their reputation and useful- | and the son of an able Methodist
ness in the eourts in Clarksville, The | preacher, who was contemporary
two first nnmed moved to Nashville | with the Rev. Valentine 5. Cook.
and the latter to Memphis; and all | After acquiring a plain edueation,
immediately took rank among the | but substantial, he stadied lnw ; set-
first Inwyers of Middle and West | tled firstat Springfield, and soon re-
Tennes=ee, DBrown uand Cook were  moved to Clarskille, where he lived
more fimous at the bar as profound | till he died, in 1852, He was, as
lnwyers, skilful and able debaters, | Mr. Webster once said of Mason of
while W, B. Turley becanme one of | Massachusetts, asirong man, anable
the ablest judges who ever adorned | lawyer by nature, T may say, forhe
the Supreme bencl of Tennessee, | did not have a large library, nor was

judge of this district and continued | O William L. Brown I knew of

he extensively readin his profession,

oxamine be-

to discharge the duties of the office

till 15346, It becomes NeGe=ssry for

me to refer to the judicial system

that prevailed from 1796 for the final

decision of cuauses, It was called

the distriet or superior court sy=stem,

and was adopted when Tennessee

wis admitted into the Union in 1796,

and hadd three judges.  This system

continued to 1507, when a fourth

juedge wias added to the coort, It

was not until January 1510 that a

court of Errors and Appeals was

establishad, consisting of two judges,

and in 1515 was increased to three

and in 1522 to four and in 1824 to

five Judges and shortly afterwards |
reduced to four again ;3 and this con-

tinued to be the judicial system of
Tennessece till the courts were raor-

anized under the Constitotion of
1534, Darine the entive time from

1706 to 1831 the judees were of equal

erade, without any Chief Justice or |
presiding officer.  In 1831 Judge Ca-

tron wis electod Chief Justice by the

Legislature. Dy the Constitution of
1234 the court of Inst resorl was

aitlled the Supreme Court, and that

is repeated in the Constitution of
1470, which directs the juges to des-

ignate one of their number to pre-

s Uhief Justice, the court to

at first of six judges, two

e ernd division of the
th the power in two

separate seetions in the same divis-

ion the State amd hear and

detormine eau=es in ench at the same

Limoe. e Hirst yvacancy OCCHrringe

after January 1873 is not to be fiiled

amd the court I= of five

judees, one of whom isChiel Justieo,

" In 1507 the Hon. Parcy W. Hum-

hirevd wias one of the District or

:"-Hilr"'['ilil' Judees of the State, The

conurt then consisted of four judges

aml was the court for the final de-

cision of camses amnd eontinoed to act

as sueh till 1510, when the court of
errors and appeals was established

as hefore stated.

Judge Iumphreys was a member
of the Congress of the United States
from 1513 to 1815—a period that cov-
ored two yvears of the last war be-

| tween the United States and Grea
Britain. Having filled the office of
Judee of the Superior Court for
throe years, 4 representative in Con-
gress for two years, he was after-
wards appointed one of the comnis-
sioners to settle the 1”*[!“1(“' line

<j(le 3t
consi=t
fromn
shate,

1o sit

oW N

between the two sovereign States of |

i kentucky and Tennessee and finally

| wis Cireuit Judge of this- judicial |

distriet for fifteen years. During
the whole of this long term of 'I"llll-

personnl knowledge  but little, 1
=aw him but once and that was after |
he left Clarksville for Nashville and
was in the fall of 1825 or -6. He
wis a very delicate man, of flexible
limbs, with sallow skin and black
eyves.  Kager in the pursuit of what-
cver engrossed his mind, and of very |
restless manners, and exceadingly
impetuons in the argument of his
causes; endowed with extraordinary
clogquence, and very intolerant to-
wiards his opponents,  On one ocea-
sion when he was arguing a cause in
court, he turned to his antagonist—
I think Judge Crmabb—and bowing
very low to him, said: * You have
heen  pleased, sir, to refer to- the |
Statute of Limitation of 1819, which
has no legitimate connection with |
this cause, with a view I apprehend
of furestalling the judgment of this
couart on that law which will come
up for judicial construction at asub-
serquent day  of this term of this
court., May it please the Court, I
sive the gentleman notice to reserve
hi= ammunition and bide his time
and not waste his strength inantici-
pation of a coming econtlict which
he may well dread, I am fully
armed to meet him orany other an-
tazonist, 1 don't eare whom ; be he
Itichard or Saladin, Greek or Turk,
1"l erash hin.”  He has more tra-
ditionary reputation than any man
wli er appearsd at this bar and
was thesuthor of the Statute of Tein,
1519

Wm. A, was a safe
faithful Jawyer, without any great
learning outside of his profession,
none of the attributes of an orator,
except perhaps great earnestness in
debate, which is perhaps as effective
as the fumous definition of Demos-
thene= of clogquence, action; and is as
necessary to seeare siecess in the
courts, in Coneress or before the tri-
bunal of the people.

v

{onk

Patrick Henry Darby was al one |

time a citizen of Clarksville and a
member of the Clarksville Bar, e
was a lnwyer of fine talents and pos-
sp=sd ereat knowledge of the land
law of Tennessee, and became very
atlions usa lund shark and land job-
ber in Innd titles, The act of 18149
fixing u limitation to land litiga-
tions was passed for the express pur-
yoser 0f defenting him and others of
s <tamp in  their machinations
aeainst titles to real estate in Tennes-
see, In 1825 when I was astudent at
Transylvania university I met him
n Lexington, Ky, and he told me he
had been legislated out of Tennesses,

lic service as Saperior Judge, nien- | and that he was, he hoped, asolitary

bher of Congress,
=pttle a controverted boundary line
between sovereien States and Cir-

enit Judge, embracing  a perisd of |

nearly thirty years, he gave perfect
<itisfiietion to the conntry, and was
distinguished forthe justice, wisdom
and purity of hisconduet in all, and
for the courtesy and urbanity of his
deportiment to the bar and every
| ofticer of the court., He was the
futher of Judge West H. Humph-
revs, of Nashville, and of our own
2. W. Humphrevs, of Clarksville,
My knowledga of him be
ani being a stranger in Clarksvills

at the time and unud to the I'ni‘ll;r-,l
and order of Tonnessee courts, | am |

¢ living witness to establish his uni-
orm eourtesy to the bar, his digni-
fied deportment and ansullied repu-
Foew men in the State have

fation. _ '
many hich offfees and =o

held =0

1,..:1.-;';|l-}_\‘il:—:'fu:ll':ml the duties - !

trininge to them and left paablie life
with a brighter escutcheon and o
;,ln.\r]v'ri'\','ﬂi-l']]'.H‘-‘Ll‘T"f. 'i'§-.1~l|1'_':1|;;‘.-
e hawek to the consideration of the
members of the Clarksville Bar.
James B, Itovnolds an Irishman by
birth, who carried his heart in his
hand., whose courtly manners gain-
| edd him the sobriguet of Count
Rovnolds, was prominent among
| the early Jawvers of the Clarksville
Bar. e was more however a

politlcian than a Jawwer, and soon

beemie o <ultor for the smiiles of the
l"'“!""- and was elected to tolgrss
| f=  sueeess=or to .]t]\l'_:i' ll'llll].!lhl'l.‘_\"\
from 1815 to 1517 and from 1823 to

£

ein in 18533 |

Commissioner to ! instance in American history where

the legislative authority of a State
had turned its battery against an in-
(ividual eitlzen. He said he had in
a perfectly legitimate way laid the
foundation of the finest estate in
Ameriea under existing laws and
had been reduced by legislative ty-
ranny to utter poverty and virtually
exiled from the State without a

erime, to gratity the malice of men |

who envied the merit they could
not reach., He was a rough, bad

bman, but was endowed with won- |

derful perseverance and eapacity for
miischief.

When I eamotothobar in Clarks- |

ville TTon. Cave Johnson was still
in the practice of his profession,
thoungh I[:]_-l public duties called him
to Coneriss, Ile entered Congress
1829 gnd was re-clected I 18375
wis defeated that year but was again
returned to Congress in, 1889 and
continued i1l 1845, when Le was ap-
apainted Postimaster-General at the
beginning of President Polk’s ad-
ministration, and remained in office

till itz close, on the 4th of March, |ecandidly and fairly stated i!l'h!llj.!'llﬂ in defence of a client whose lle anc
1o had risen from the clerk’s | age so plain that the jury easily un- | liberty were in peril for having taken

18449,
office in Robertson county, where he
wias born, to the highest position as
a lawyer: was very familiar with

legal forms uwasd in the practice of

his profession and with all manner
of personal contracts and convey-
ances of real and personal estate,

For several yvears he was the Attor-

ney-General for this judicial district,
thim regarded as g more lucrafive
and important ofiice fhan yow, and
was a terror to evil doers,  He was

and |

PRINTING,

always a persuasive, earnest and elo-
guent speaker, and a hard man to
manage, as I chanee to know, in de-
bate; and in the conclusion of a
eau=e in court or adebate before the
wople was almost irresistible.  He
wd pretty much retived from the
bar when T became n member of it
| hire but oceasionally argued causes
own.  HMe was a life-long friend of | in court, | .lrnu\\' more of him asa
HTenry Clay, whose elogquence re- u:]llll'iltll thpn I_u»'}'_t-rl._ In early
myinded him of the greatest of old | life we were bitter in‘;la_tu::;l oppo-
Iroland®s ortors. iz admiration | nents, whic I.. cut us off from social
of Mr. (lav was a drawback on his intercourse,Zhut in 150§ and -2 we
! p-oliih-.n pﬁv:l-r!m-n{ in Tennessce at | became better acquainted and filed
| & time when a strong rivaley pre- | under the ssume banner and appre-
vailed between Clay and Juckson. | ciated each other as we had never

e was ;.r-.'.--l'h'i-..n_\' polite and done before and became warmly at-

3.
In 1825 when John Quiney Adams
wis elected President by the voleof
the House of I:l'llh"'"!l{:lli‘-'l‘.w'. l_llt'
vlectoral college h;l\'i!l'_:‘f..f}l'llhl{_’l\'l‘
a constitutiopal majority to any once
over all the capdidates voted for, he
i st his vote for Gen. Anidrew J:u‘!c- |
| son, and reflected thereby the will
of his constituents yather than his

but he had a strong lozical mindd;
thought a great deal, and investi-
gated in that way, by mental analy-
sis every case he had to determine
as lawyer or Judge. Having been
raised in the country,he had an early
bias for a country life and for a good
many vears before his death lived
on his plantation on the Cumberland
river where he died.
| In1=36 hewaselected Judge of this
| Juekicial Distriet and remained on
the beneh till the day of his death.
| He enjoyed a fine legal diseussion
before him and listened with pleas- |
ure, indeed with gusto to the hu- |
mor, the wit and the repartee of the |
lawyers. Nomun eould eateh a fine |
thing, or detect a ridiculous blunder |
soonerthan he; exceedingly watchfal
of every lawyer and everything that
wils passing in the court room, he |
detected at a glance as by intuition
every attempt at sharp practice, and |
every quiz that was aflont or in in- |
cubation, especially if he was the
subject of it. llh- knew on the instant
what was up and waz fully ]\'I‘t"r."!l'l'{l '
to repel any assault or turn the point
of any witticism, from himself to
hi=sa==ailant. On oneoceassion Rieh- |
ard Barker, a young lanwyerwhopos-
sessed noreal legil mind, and who
Wils v tronblesome to the law-
yvers, in filing demurers to pleas and
declarations, after he had argued a
demurrer, which was  overroled,
ecame to me and several lawyers who
were quietly sitting in the bar, and
said he was going lorana jokeonthe
Judge if it woulld not offend him.
e caid he was going to move to
corrcet the miinutes, whieh wonld
state the demurrer was jfully wnder-
| #fnod by the conrt and asked us to
| stand by him and laugh down the
| Judge when the lnughing time came.
We promised to befriend him, and
assured him the Judge would take
no offence,
The Judee saw our close confer- |
| enee and at once detected a t'nn-ilsi- ‘

rv

racy. As the elerk, my old and ven-

erable friend Charles Bailey, read

over the minutes of the court he

reached the entry on Barker’s de-
| murrer. Ina moment we were all |
| attention, and just as he was in the |
midst of the recital, that the demur-
rer having been fully arzued by the
counsel and fully understowd by the
court, Barker rose and said * May it |
| please the court, I move to correct |
the minutes just read in that part
which suys,” the convt promptly in-
terposed, and, * Mr, Clerk, the mo-

tion of the council isallowed, strike |
out that part which says the de-|
[ murrer wasfully argued by council;™
| the laugh was at once turned on |
| young Barker and his confederates
| were forced to join in agginst their
| friend. No one enjoyed the joke

with more intense satisfaction than

the ¢lerk, v.wart f!l'l‘h:lll‘-‘ the Judge,
| who had the habit of laughinge at

his own wit; none enjoyed it less
than Barker himsell.

[ recite this little reminiscence as |
developing more distinetly one of |
Juidge Martin’s striking traits of |
charaeter than any language T could
otherwise employ. He was an able
and incorruptible judge, and gave
sueh satisfaction on the judgernient
i seat, that the bar and country felt
| his place could hardly he filled when

he tliml. His habit wasto be atten-

tive to the reading of the declara-

tion and the pleas and he saw in a |
moment the legal point in contro-

[versy. The Issue joined between

the parties was the point on which

his mind hung durlng the progress

| of the cause.  His instructions to the

| jury were as clear as asunbeam and

derstood the ease, and rarely failed
to render a satisfactory verdict.

He nsed to say some one of the | took fire and glowed with fervent
Judees, perhaps Judge Turley, said | heat.
of his opinion, “if he did not know | nal Court was not of the melting
what the law was he guessed better | mood, that dissolved the jury into

than any man he ever knew.” In

| view of all this, I say he was a law-
| yer by nature, and the ablest Circuit
| Judge in the Sate, )

of Rusz=ellvillle,

John Quarles,
IKy., had  Joeated here as early as

1<30—eame in broken health, and

| ciled him to the verdict of the jury,

| his potations “o’er the ills of life

| was standing on the strects; hefore

| to get through the day without a

quitted about 3 o’clock in the after-
noon. Tuorner and I had heen invi-
ted to dine that day with Bryee
Stewart at 4 p. m. He had delivered
the severest charge to the jury I
ever heard in a court, the most sys-
tematie and clear, though, I must
add, strictly within the bounds of le-
gal and judieial propriety. Imme-
diately after the announcement of
not guilty, though excited and heat-
ed with the charge, and the eflort it
cost him to pronounce it, he at once
and in a firm voice, ordered the
sheriff to adjourn the court until the
I tried toavoid him
for a while, he hunted me up, and
as he left the court-room he took my

the middle of the
street without a word being uttered
by either of us. His fingers were
working convulsively on my arm
all the time, and I felt he could not
stand it muach longer, and that he
was then at the point of explosion.
He suddenly stopped and got imme-
diately before me in the street, and
striking a small cane he held in his
hand, three or four times, with deep
emofion, on the pavement, hesaid:
“Well sir, you have acquitted your
man ; butif I didn’t give him the
clean law may I be damned.” I
very modestly said, *Yes, Judge
the jury thought he was not t_"l,lilt'y.’?
He believed he was ;:uiﬁy and
ought to have been hung, but the
feeling that he had ably and consci-
entiously discharged hLis duty recon-

and unburdened his mind at once.
We walked more than half a mile
to the hospitable mansion of our
friend, partook of a fine dinner, and
it may be, drank somewhat of the
vintage of 1800, and felt as happy
as Tam O'Shanter when he rose from

vietorious.” From a close examin-
ation and intimate knowledge of
his character as a judge I have
thought he was as able a criminal
judge gs Sir Matthew Hale, and that
15 sayving enough in commendation
of any man, and is saying no more
than is strietly troe

Herbert 8, Kimble was a very
respectable chancery lawyer, kept
hizs office and his papers in order,
and secrupalously neat. He was an
acior in some of the most amusing
incidents I ever suw in the court-
house. They require, however, too
miich acting to give them their prop-
er stage effect to have a place in
this veritabie history. Ie had a de-
cided passion, like many other great
men, for fine horses and game cocks.
Onee while I was at Springfield
court he insisted I should go home
with him, about one mile east of the
town, and =ee his game cocks, We
walked through the fowl-yard, and
it was enough fto stir any man’s
blood to hear him dilate on the mer-
its of his heroie birds with blood red
plumage, The old cock was a per-
feet specimen of the game chicken.
e was lord of all he surveyed.
Five or six young fellows gave him
cons<iderable trouble and annoyance
by their assiduous grllantry to the
females of the tribe, who ran to him
ever and anon for protection against
their assaults, and were giving indi-
cations that they meditated rebel-
lion against the arbitrary manner
in which he exercised his paternal
authority. I said to him, “Kimble,
these young bloods will not quietly
submit to that old fellow much lon-
ger, and the first rainy day that comes
they wiill fight him with a confinu-
ando, one after another, till they
worry him to death.” He replied
that he coyld whip a barn-yard of
them. A day or two afterwards I

court met, with some gentlemen;
one of them said, “Kimble is com-
ing in early this morning, some-
thing very unusual has happened ;
one of his children must be sick,
and he has come off after a doctor
on foot.”” He was evidently labor-
ing under great exeitement, and
coming up fo me he said, “lenry,
don’t vou think those d—d young
sons of bitehes have killed my old
game cock.’’ He was very irritable
all day, disrespectful to the bar, and
searcely eivil to the court, and evi-
dently wanted to fight something or
somebody.  We made out, however,

conflict, though we had many angry
eollisions from morning tiJl night.
If any one had crooked his finger at
him he would have fought him in-
stanter. e was as game ns the
caock that was killed or those that
were alive.

Nathaniel H. Allen. What chall
[ say of the “old man ejoguent™
that would be worthy of his unri-
valled fame as a eriminal lawyer ?
I need not seek to révive your recol-
lection of him, He had the power
to impress himself upon the memo-
ry of all who ever heard him so in-
delibly that the surges of time can-
not obliterate your remembrance of
him. It wasin the Criminal ('uuni

the life of his antagonist in combat
in defence of his own, that his son

i

have had a glimpse merely of its
extrnordinary richness from tradi-
tion. All imitators of the grand old
original will be remarkahle only for
their failure toequal him who caught
from personal observation the inci-
dents of the scene, and whose genius
threw a charm over them that will
not fade from the memory., Those
who attempt to repeat this anecdote
will find themselves inthe condition
of him who would esay to copy
one of Michael Angelo’s best pic-
tures. The eanvass may be there,
and the paint may be applied with
skill, but the =soul which lent its
sublime inspiration to the picture is
gone forever. I will not, therefore

attempt to recite any anecdote tolc

by Nathaniel H. Allen, but would
rather imapress his example asa good
citizen, as a devotee to the principle
of truth, from which he never
swerved, on the members of the bar,
and pray that they would treasure
his example as jewels of inestimable
value.

I must mention the case of Fre-
donia Williams vs. J. J. Williams
for a divoree, in which Allen fieured.
He was for the plaintiff and I for the

brightest young man w
rolled himself as a member
bar. He had a charming el

‘where he diad many years ago,
bar when 1 settled here,
his attention to
as well as

wis two

this coun
and mtimti'\*ery early to private life
which he preferred to the strife anc

the conflict of the bar or politics,
though he had talents enough to
have adorned either.

Joseph Hise removed from Rus-
sellville, Ky., where he was born,
and was a member of this.bar from
1880 to 1838, He was the most re-
markable man [ ever knew in many
respects, and possessed a1 wonderful
fund of knowledge and satire and
wit. Everybody was afraid to en-
counter him in débate and I remem-
ber N. H. Allen once said to me he
had rather meet a rattlesnake at
midnight. He left here for New
Orleans where he died of some ma-
larial disease,

This closes the list of every lawyer
who was at the bar here In 1833
when I became a member of it, all of
whom are dead with the exception
of Mr. Wm, Overton and Mr, Clay-
ton, the latter having left the Stute in
1835, With these exceptions, I alone
survive of that noble band of gentle-
men and talented lawyers to tell the
tale, Itso happens 1 am, too, the
only survivor of a lurgt-‘llumily af
eight brothers,
“T feel lilce one who treads alono

Some banguet hinll desertod ;
Whose Hghts are fed,
Whose garlands dead,
Aud nil but 1 departed.”

All of the bar of whom I have
spoken were men of respectable and
sorpe of them extraordinary talents,
All lived the life of honor and died
gloriously, in this leaving to their
children the legaey of a bright and
untarnished nane if nothing else,
All these were members of the bar
or had been before 183,
Afterwards Jas, . Bailey, T. W.
King, Jas. M. and W. A, Quarles,
Jas. E. Rice, R. W, Humphreys, J.
O. Bhackelford, J, G, Hornberger,
H. 8. ﬂnrlnml..’luu. F. House, Alfred

s a
in the

Robert J, Rivers was probably the
ever en-
of the
uence
vemuch after the style of John J.
Crittenden, of Kentucky. Ife left
Tennessee and gettled in Texas,

William Overton was also at the
He was
not fond of the profession and turned
ournalism, for
which he had a decided preference
t knowledge of the
pelitical history of the country. He

r;g:monmt ve of

defendant. She alleged that she
was sent to school to Williams when |
she was very voung, and that by one |
device and another he guined heraf- | Tno. {‘umplu-lf, Henry Merritt, C,
fection and married her before slm' W. Tyler, Hickman and Polk G.
was 16 years old, against the will of | Johngon, Arthur and Lewis Mun-
her parents, and after a year or two ford, Rufus Rhodes, Willis Jackson,
treated her with such cruelty that | John West, T. M. Riley, Jacob Ru-
she was forced to fly from his house | dolph, R. H. Burney, Thos. L. Yan-
and take shelter under the parental | pey, A. G, Goodlett, h. W. Watts,
roof, The c:w."'o!ivimd deep feeling | H. O. Batts, B. D. J’n]mmm and Fd.
between the parties, and t! igh- | Campbell eame to the bar and are

Robb, George Harrel, H. H. Lurton,
C. G. Bmith, William Daniel, d-
mond Lurton, Robt. W. Johnson,

10 DNl
bors of her father took sides warmly | now, or rather those who survive, are
for her. The ease wus ealled, the

papers read and testimony heard one
evening and the court adjourned to
meet next morning when the argu-
ment would be heard in the case,
Allen rode home that evening and
the aold man Brift (the father of the
plaintiff) rode home with him. On
the way Allen said ; “Britt, ask me
if Judge Martin has a daughter.”
The question was put and answered
in the aflirmative, “Now ask me if
he loves his daughter.,” It was
done, and Allen answered: *Yes,
Vs, iiriu, he loves her as wellas you
do yourown poor infortunate daugh-
ter.” Beforethey had gotten through
with their little conversation Britt
wept a tear or s0, drew a red pocket
handkerchief from his pocket, blew
his nose, which resounded like a
trumpet, and wiped his eyes dry of
the tears he had shed., Allen was
happy ; he haul laid the ground work
now in fruth for the grand display
he would make the following morn-
ing. He came into court and after
he had warmed up in the discussion
of the real or imaginary wrongs of
his client, and saw he had the sym-
pathy and close attention of the
court, he said: “May it please your
honor, 85 1 rode home last night
Britt, the unfortunate father of this
broken-hearted woman, asked me if
vour honor had a daughter. T said
Hyes, Dritt, he has ;! *and does he
love his daughter?” “Yes, yes,
Britt; he loves her with all the ten-
derness n woman feels for her first
born ¢hild ; yes, old man, he loves
her as h-luivrly as you love your
downtrodden, insulted but lovely
daughter—lovelier in her {ears than
even in her smiles, And the tears
of the father, may it please your
honor, gushed down his rude and
rugged face as the water flowed from
the rock on Horeb's mountain when
struck by the rod of Moses,” *“Boo,
hoo, hoo,” eried Martin, and the
tears were rushing down, which at
the time was as rugged as Dritt's or
therock on Horeb's mountain either.,
Wiley B, Johnson, who was stand-
ing by, whose heart was as tender
s a glrl's, and who was deeply
moved, eried out, “Henry Martin fs
erying and I be hanged if you haven't
lost your eanse;” and so indeed I
had. The Judge cried, “Sheriff,
keep silence in the court,” and Al-
len proceeded in the tone of a man
who was conscious he had gained
his cause.

Wiley B. Johnson, for many years
the Attorney-General of thisdistrict
was a man of extraordinary p(‘I‘\'(Illll'
attractions. "Had he lived he would
have made his mark in the civil war,
which has swept hisnative South as
with the hosom of destruction. His
lion-hearted courage would have
placed him in the front rank and
alongside of Hampton as a cavalry
officer. He wasnot a very profound
lawyer ; never was fond enough of
his profession to be so, though he
had talents enough, He was, how-
ever, a very effective publicspeaker,
and had the sweetest and richest
voice ever bestowed upon man.,
Many a time has he muade me ery
like a child under the witchery of
some little sentimental song  he
would ing on our way to court on
horseback under the grund old for-
ests that overshadowed the road;
and if by chance he should detect a
tear in my eyve, he would break out
in a resounding laugh that could be |
heard a mile ofl. 1have rarely seen
a more manly person than Wiley B,
Johnson. He had decided military
talents, I haveoften imagined how
grandly he would have swept the
tield at the head of his cavalry. The
roll of the drum and the spirit-stir-
ring fife set him all gn fire.  He, too,
has sunk to his rest and no sound |
shall ever wake him to glory again,

His eloguence in the Crimi- |

tears, but in biting sarcasm and in-
dignant scorn that withered or des-
troyed its victim. Ile was aggress-
ive and earried the war into Africa,
and very often instead of a defence |
of his client, he would wage a war
of extermination against the prose- |

cutor, so flerce that the poor man
was glad to get out of the H('m{m
without being sent to the penitenti-
arv himself, He had great natural
talents and read the book of nature
more than books made by human

after struggling on in great discom-
fort, if not pain, died In Clarksville
in 1834 or 1835,

[ Wm. K. Tumer was at the bar
| when I settled here, and became the
Attorney-General in 1834, and held | wim
the office till he was electadl to the | hands, and spent much of his life,
Legislature of the State, when he | I may say, on horseback, and was
resigned, He was a very nble At- | never happier than when he was
tornev-General : if anything a little | ounted on 2 fine saddle horse that
foo severe, and when excited by | earried him over the hills and away
counsel In the defence, became too | from court to court. He was very
[ hitter in his denunciation of the | fansliar with the private history
criminal on trinl, In 1854 he wad | of almost every famlily in the dis-
elected ertminal Judge, which office | trict, and laid it up as a fund of
he held until 1862, Asa Judge of | knowledge that enabled®him to se-

George C. Boyd was a lawyer in-
deed, and at times a very ﬁm-il.h-,
and alway=a very convincing speak-
er. His mind was too much en-
grossed in delving down to the reason
and foundations of every legal prin-
ciple to have time tp indulge In ele-
gant and ornamental rhetorie, He
did not disdain these things, for no
man was more moved by true elo-
quence than he, but the bent and
inelination of his mind was towards
profound legal investigation and
elose and earnest thought. He was
the best lawyer of Lis age 1 ever
knew, and would have risen to the
head of his profession in Tennessee
had his life not been cut short in
early manhood.

Frederick W. Hewling was con-
temporary with Jas, B. Reynolds
and, like him, had become a politic-
inn when 1 settled here and had re-
tired from the byr, He had heen a
g prominent lawyer angd was a wor-
thy man and was very much of &
favorite with the people of Mont-

l

the Criminal Court he had no supe- | leet a suitable jury in every closely

gomery, and represented the county

{

of literature toh

the active members of the bar to-

day.

You are ealled upon this day to
fill the places in the mnks made va-
want by death or retirement from
active service. The mantle of the
Old Guard has fallen upon your
shoulders and with it the ancient

and modern reputation of the bar

of Clarksville, which 1 fancy will be
heavy enough to remind you of

rour duty to the dead and (o the |

iving, und to warn you that the rep-
utation they left is precious eénough

to evoke from you strenuons exer-

tions and eternal vigilance, lest the
inheritance which I this day hand
over to yon pure and untarnished
should fail and perish in your hands
and turn like Dead Sea fruits to
ashes on your lips. Guard its repu-
tation as you would the mmedinte

Jewels of your souls and send it on
down the stream, brightening as it
goes to the Iast syllable of recorded

time.

Of those who belonged to the list
I have just announeced, T, W, King,
H. 8. Garland, J. G. Homberger,
R. W. Juohnson, Alfred Robb, Geo,
Harrel and Jno. Campbell, it is prop-

er Ishould not pass by without shed-
ding the tribute of a tear over their

untimely full into early graves,
The Hon. Thomas W, King was

a native of Clarksville and the see-
ond son of Dr, Lewis W, King. le

was educated in the old City Acad-

emy of Clarksville, and very finely
educatad too,
met a finer classiec scholar, one who
I
e
anl translated it so well,
tharough historian and the finest
belleslettre scholar belonging to the

I have scarcely ever

ead the English language so ele-
antly, the Latin language so finely
He wasa

bar. His reading was so thorough

and extensive that we were in the

habit of referring all disputed points
arbitrament, His
bills in Chancery and pleadings in

the courts of law were o admimbly
drawn as to be models for his brothers
of the
not valuescholastie elegunce enough

rofession, whosometimes do

in the preparation of their pleadings,
Hi# knowledge of his profession was
exceedingly cn*litub,t'. He pre-
ferred the Bench to the flerce con-
flicts at the bar, and had he not been
eut off in the prime of life would
have adorned any tribunal from the
Judicial station he held in Mont-
gomery to the Supreme Court of the
State,

Mr, Garland wasa son of the Hon.
Jas. Garland, of Lynchburg, Va.,
who settled in Clarksville in 18544,
and was g young man of native tal-
enta and very considerable cultiva-
tion. As & lnwyer he was very
prumisiul.i and was in the enjoyment
of & very lucrative practice when he
died,

J. G. Hormberger was born in
Stewart county, and fought his way
up against the difficulties of a defect-
ive education and without patronage
or family influence to & most remu-
nerative practice in Clarksville, and
which was suffering no diminution
at the time of his death,

Robert W. Johnson came to the
bar in 1860, and was a well edocated
yvoung lnwyer ; had high mnk in the

ebanon Law College, where he
gradusnted and began the practice in
Clarksville, where he gave evidence
of superior cultivation and incited
great hopes of suceess, but disd too
early to realize them.

George Harrel was born in Todd
ecounty, Ky., read Inw in Clarksville,
and commenced the practice of his
profession in this city, and was
making a fair start in the profession
anbout the beginning of the war be-
tween the States, when he joined
the army of the Confedernte States,
rose from the ranks to the office of
Lieutenant-Colonel in the 14th Ten-
nessee regiment, and was in cogmne
mand of the r(?gsll'll'll! al the battle
of Cedar Itun, in Viiginla, on the
ith of August, whore he was mor-
tally wuumlui and died a few days
afterwards. He was o gallant sol-
dier and died gloriously at the hend
of his regiment.

Jno. Campbell ¢ame to the bar
about the eloge of the war, and was
one of the best business men of his
age in the profession. Hedied very

nel, and fell muﬂnzﬂm ded nt
Fort Donelson and soon nafter-
wards of his wou Ho was in
the prime of life, and, ke Saul, was
a head and shoulder faller than any
man in the n.rmly. He him-
self imprudently asaault
upon Fort Donelson

Srvaa el e e b
He fell in the firt great battle in
Tennessee, and was among the first
great martyrs in a sucred cause,
which he sealed with his blodd.

“There sounds not (o the trump of fene

The seho of u nobler name.*

I have now concluded the history
of the bar of Clarksville to the pres-
ent day, and lay the record before
you, Of those who are alive of the
present members of the bar 1 cannot

speak. Their history, though bright
' to the present hour, I8 not finkshed,
| OF themy 1 eannot speak ; fo them,
| however, I have a wond or so of
wrting advice. Standing as 1 do,

stween the living and the dead, it
may not be improper or presumptu-
ous in me Lo offer it, ¢ Inwyers
of this bar have lived together like
a bandl of brothers, “Be yo of one
mind, having com lon one for
anvther, love as brethren, be courte.
ous, not rendering ovil for evil, rall.
ing for ralling, but contrarywise,
blessing that ye should inherit a
blessing.™

We are distinguished throughout
the State for the res I, T might
say distinguished courtesy, that at
|all times prevails among the law-
| yers of this bar—for the uniform

courtesy of the bar to the Iwneh,
| and which the beneh as gracefully
reflects back to the bar again,  This
has been the common law of this bar,
esfo perpetuc, muy it be parpetual,
This, too, gentlemen, & a legsoy
that = left to yoy by your prodeces.
sors, and 1 hope it loses none of its
vaulue in your estimation beenuse it
iz delivered to you thisday from my
hands.  In all the trials of e stand
by each other, in sunshine nnd in
storm, and the cloger, the louder
{the storm may howl. If any
are in trouble in mind, body or os-
tate, don't desert them then, but
throw your arm around themn and
| shelter them from the pitiless pel-
ting of the storm, as the hen doth
her chickens,

Be 10 thair virtues v Kined,

Al o thelr fanlts n litle mm-l.
Forgive and forget all things undor
# hope that kindness may produce
reformation and reforme-—arcogd dis-
"Gainst that show no quar-
ter, but wage n war of externdnn-
tion. If any of the eorps are In
peril or danger, msh to their asslst-
ance andishield them and save them
or perfsh there too, This is the
ewprid de carpe 1 would lke to in-
{#pire among my old eompanions
| and those who will fill their places

when they drop out of the ranks,
[ Ingraft in the mind the idea that
every one should feel it k= his privi-
lege and his duty to shield his com-
panions in the r#igh!, and so flimnly
and inflexibly stand upon this as to
‘ inspire the sentiment that the right
| alone will be defended by you, and
| that every member of the bir heays

{ upon himself the grestest calamity
that can befall him who forfelts
ville, who so acts ns to prevent the
lawyers flying to his resoue ; and
from your ranks, I in the future
any of vou seek ]|m|n|lur favor, do
and its institutions, and not as dem-
Stute. Tennyson mys the grand.
et compliment to Willington, whe,

Lot nll good ings awnli

Him who enres nol (o be grost
He alone is great, but as he serves
or saves the State—a standard 1 fear
but yet I hope some of you wil

One word, gentlemen, before woe
part, We ghould remember it

Hitle more closely into our own con-
duct than o witeh our nelghbors
ull men,

The shores of 1100 wre shifting

And we are seaward delfiing,
Kvery yeur,

The iving more forgol U,

There are fower (o rogret we,

But the truor gt ormses nbghe
Every yoar.
Every your,

Earth's hold on us grovws slighter,

And the dawn tmosoartal Beighiter,
Evuory yowr,

Mr. RepriELn has sucoeeds] in
drawing from the President his pri-
question, Writing from Washing-
ton hesays:

|

homor,

1=

the good opinion of the bar of Clarks-
dishonor will be perpetually exiled
it as patriots who love their eountry
agogues, who are the boane of o free
In speaking of him, says:

But ns bhe serves, or saves, Lhe Hate
too high for modern dlt;,n-m-r.u-\'i
reach it and maininin it too.

wrobably wiser for us all to look o
too narrowly,  Withus, too, as with
Hvvry yoar.
Old places ehanging Dok o,
Every year
And 118 morning star ciimbs higher
And the heavy burthen lt‘hl--f,
- - -
vate views concerning the Mexican
“This moming I asked the Presi-
dent about this (his views as to nn-
nexation), He was surprised, not
having seen  the morning papens,
Hesaid that he had just recelved o
letter from the Seantor (Blaine), n
deasant, kindly one, and he did not
'nmgimv that Mr. Blalne could be
very hostile. * If he orothers think
we want to annex Mexleo, or any
wirt of 1t or that this Adminkdrn-
ion has any desigos, seeret or ol her-
wise, on Mexico, he has been mis-
led. We have no polley townrds
Mexieon except to our own side of the
line, and attend to our own business,
but to protect to the fullst extent
our citizens on the border, Wao ver.
tainly shall protect them, I think
I can say that we are nol, In the
Biblieal sense, covetous, Waodon't
covet any of our neighbor's territo-
ry, Bouthor North, Wedon't wunt
it. ‘We have all wecan sonveniont-
ly attend to. It Is our busings o
attend to ourown busines=. Ithink
I can sy that we would not take
Mexico nsa gift, Of course In the
distant future no man van sny whaot
questions may arise, bhub so far ns
this Adminstmtion is coneernsd woe
have no annexation scheme to o
ecute cither recretly or openly. A
| o wiple of Texas gentlemen (nwming
them ) were talking: to me this morn-
{ing, They said thut the annexation
| of Mexico, or a portion of it, would
| be a great ealamity to Texus, and to
| thecountry.,  Idon’t think we could
afford to take Mexico as a freo gift,
If we were offercd, freeof charge,
both Canada and Mexieo, all the
partics interestod being willing, 1
should prefer Canadag that is, it
would be better for us to grow in
that direction than southwsrd,  Hut
we hﬂ\"‘ ndg annexation seheme o
lmu«q-ntn in any dirsetion. We
weve all the territory we ean man-
age, and certiinly nll that wewant,” "

-

ExXTRACY o ot eloquent  ad.
dres of 4 Freuch liwyer in the
an-utlun af aswindling finaneler:
“Yeu, pontlemen, of the ‘)ilr,‘\-', the
defendant has cirried (o their ut-
maost limits fraud and rasenlity to-
wird his unfortunate shareholders,
Not only did heseek to attret them

young, but not before he had at-
tained a good position at the bar and
had given promise of great useful-
ness, and laid the foundation for
suceess had he lived,

Alfred Robb wag born In Sumner
county, and a son of Mr, Josepn
Robb, one of the most respecinble
old gentlemen in the State,  Hesot-
tled here in 1850, angl soon became
a partner of the Hon. James E.
ﬂ\my, and was enjoying a fine prac-
tice until the opening of the civil
war. He volunteerad as a soldier,
and on the organization of his re
ment was elected Lieutenant-Colos

by the most infiuoons fhlnl'hmul--.‘
lmt-—-dc-|lnth of degrading deception!
—he had recourso to the mest devil-
ish artifiees!  Gentlemen, he wil-
fully and with intent to defrsuad, de-
cliared and pald o dividend !

- ame

Henderson county  andoubtedly
has the old man in the State, Mr,
Hendrix, who lives shout 12 miles
west of Clarksbung, Is 125 years oll.
e is in good hea'th aud will por-
haps live several yeurs yet, We r-t
our Informaton froan & reliable
pource.— Huntington Liepublioai,




